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Hurricane IRMA
• Landfall twice on 9/10/2017

• Category 4 Hurricane – Keys; Category 4 at Marco Island

• Measured wind speeds 120-142 mph

• Second most powerful storm in velocity & duration

• Hurricane winds covered 80 miles; tropical storm winds  
400 miles

• 32 of Florida’s rivers and creeks flooded

• 18 tornados

• 7,000 shelters

• 54 counties ordered evacuation orders (6.5 million 
evacuated)

• 6.7 million homes w/out power (64% of state)

• 84 related deaths

• $60 Billion in costs – one of costliest storms in country



Research & Help! 
• Dr. Heidi Radunovich, University of 

Florida 
• Dr. Lynn Grattan, University of 

Maryland School of Medicine
• National Resources
• Farmworker Stress
• In heavily impacted areas three 

weeks after Irma
• Quickly learned that agents were 

in need of the help



And Then…..Hurricane 
Michael

• Made landfall on October 10, 2018

• Mexico Beach, FL  (east of Panama City)
• Maximum sustained winds of 160 mph

• Strongest hurricane on record to make landfall in 
FL Panhandle

• 4th most powerful hurricane to hit US

• Damage from wind and storm surge
• Recently upgraded to a Category 5 Hurricane

• 43 Deaths



Disaster Response & Recovery 
Mental Health First Aid Training

• Mental Health First Aid Training - Psychological 
first aid programs began in an effort to help 
people cope immediately following a disaster. 
Includes mental disorders, interventions, 
depression, anxiety, and much more

• Addressing Need & Gaps across the state
• Partnership & Funding with FL Dept. of 

Agriculture and FL SART (State Agricultural 
Response Team) 
• Workshops in 7 districts
• Workshops are 1.5 days -

• Day 1: Certification (National Council 
for Behavioral Health) 

• Day 2: Individual & Community 
Impacts & Resources 



Disaster 
Response & 
Recovery 
Mental 
Health First 
Aid Training

•Broward – February 2019
•Suwanee – March 2019
•Osceola – April 2019
•Marion – April 2019
•Pinellas – June 2019
•Charlotte – June 2019
•Bay – September 2019

Have completed seven trainings:

•Over 110 in attendance
•Multi-agency: DOH, FDACS, UF/IFAS, CERT, UF Veterinarian, Farm Bureau, & 

county operations
•Press Coverage
•Positive feedback on evaluations
•Potential other partnerships

Impacts

•Formalize training (partnerships)
•Continue to do trainings as resources allow
•Continually look for ways to support faculty and staff 
•Tools that can help benefit FL Communities

Next Steps – Moving Ahead


