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What is the PIE Center?

The UF/IFAS Center for Public Issues Education in Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (PIE Center) conducts research and educates on 

how people form and act on opinions regarding complex agricultural 
and natural resources issues.

The PIE Center encourages informed decision-making through 
research, education, and outreach.



Data 
Collection

Public Opinion 1 (PO 1) March 13-15

Ag and Natural Resources Leaders  (ANR 1)

Public Opinion 2 (PO 2) March 16 - April 21

Public Opinion 3 (PO 3) July 23 - August 9



Communication 
Concerns
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Were concerned 
agricultural/farm laborers are 

not getting accurate 
information about COVID-19.

64.4% (n = 145) of ANR Leaders
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Economic 
Concerns
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Food Prices

Economic Concern: Increased Food Prices
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Other Concerns
& perspectives
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Public 
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What does this all mean for communicating about 
science during COVID-19?

Don’t be afraid to share your scienceDon’t be

Share what the scientific process looks likeShare

Give your credentials. Credentials of others you are sharing science from.Credentials

Encourage your network to share quality informa@onEncourage

Share through multiple outletsMultiple Channels

People are concerned about all areas. Be sensitive. Information should helpBe aware



Where can I find out 
more about this data?

• https://piecenter.com/covid-19
• Fact sheets, webinars, videos, 

key findings

https://piecenter.com/covid-19


What Else? 
What’s Next?

• Have more data on
• Channels of communication
• Preferred sources
• Vaccines
• Cultural implications
• Mental health
• Food shortages
• Local Food
• Preparedness

• 4th round public opinion data in early October
• Vaccine focus

• Got a federal grant to focus on food supply chain disruption
• Behaviors of the public related to food

• Seeking other funds to do more outreach



piecenter.com

Questions?

Lauri.M.Baker@ufl.edu

PIECENTER.COM/COVID-19


