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About NIEHS
(National Institute of 

Environmental Health 

Sciences)

• One of the 27 Institutes and Centers at the National Institutes of Health, part 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

• Mission: to discover how the environment affects people in order to promote 
healthier lives

• Division of Extramural Research & Training oversees federal research 
funding (grants, cooperative agreements, contracts) to universities and other 
research organizations

– Research projects - Small business awards - Research Centers - Training and 

career development
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NIEHS Strategic Plan Themes & Goals

• Theme 1: “Advancing Environmental Health 
Sciences”

• Theme 2: “Promoting Translation – Data to 
Knowledge to Action”

• Theme 3: “Enhancing EHS Through Stewardship 
and Support”

• Goals: 

– Outreach, communication, and engagement

– Environmental health disparities and environmental 
justice

– Promotion of Collaborative Science
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https://bit.ly/NIEHS24-28
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NIEHS Response to Community Needs

EJ: Partnerships for Communication

Community-based 
Prevention & 
Intervention 

Program Health Disparities Program

Worker Education & Training Program

EHS Core Centers (P20)

Centers for Children’s Environmental Health

EHS Core Center Program (P30)

EHD Centers

Non-center Programs

Center Programs
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Community-based 
Participatory Research 

Program

Research to Action

Centers for Population Health 

and Health Disparities

Superfund Research Program

Breast Cancer and the Environment Research Program

Centers for Oceans and Human Health

Children’s Environmental 

Health Translation Centers 
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Program Highlights

Community Engaged

• Research to Action 

• EHS Core Centers 

Others of Interest

• Structural Racism & Discrimination

• Worker Training Program: ECWTP

Climate Change Focused

• NEW! Exploratory Grants for 
Climate Change and Health 
Research Center 

• Climate Change and Health 
Initiative NOSI

• Time Sensitive

• Alliance for Community 
Engagement – Climate & Health



National Institutes of Health
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Research to Action

• Support community-engaged research 
to prevent or reduce exposure to harmful 
environmental contaminants and improve the health 
of a community.

• Use multi-disciplinary, collaborative research 
approaches to investigate the potential health risks of 
environmental exposures of concern to the 
community

• Implement an environmental public health action plan 
based on research findings  

Project Elements
(1) community engagement 

(2) research

(3) public health action

(4) Evaluation -- optional.
Open Funding Opportunity Announcement
PAR-22-210
Standard due dates apply. NIMHD is signed on to this FOA.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-22-210.html
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R2A Examples

Radon: Community Science

• Train 60 community residents in 4 
rural counties

• Establish and evaluate a library 
loan program with 400 residents

• Examine environmental health 
literacy of community scientists

• University of Kentucky

Community Air Monitoring Network

• Community identified network of low-
cost sensors

• Data shared on IVAN webpage

• Informed school flag program

• Informed State Legislation AB 617

• Led to 2nd R2A project on child health 

• Public Health Institute
Read more about ongoing projects
https://bit.ly/R2AProjects
You can also check out past projects.

https://bit.ly/R2AProjects
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EHS Core Center Program Goals
Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers guide 
and support environmental health research at an 
Institution or region. Their goals are to:​

• Provide intellectual leadership and foster 
innovation​

• Stimulate new ideas and collaborations​

• Provide career development for future leaders​

• Translate research into public health outcomes​

• Engage communities in multi-directional 
communication​

All are required to have a Community Engagement Core
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Tools for Community Groups

EnviroReport
Chicago & USC

• Handheld app

• Community members can 
enter observations

• Helps id exposures

• Developed at Center in 
Chicago. Used there and 
in Los Angeles 

Box Fans & Indoor Air
Univ. Washington

• To address 
wildfire smoke 
in the area

• Inexpensive 
way to clean 
indoor air

• Being tested
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Raising Awareness: Decision Makers & Health Care

Engaging Decision Makers
Univ. of Michigan & Wayne State

Engaging Health Care
Mount Sinai
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Active Climate Change and Health FOAs

• Exploratory Grants for Climate Change and Health Research Center 
Development (P20 Clinical Trial Optional) -- RFA-ES-23-007

– The NIH will hold an informational webinar/Q&A session April 5, from 1:00pm-
3:00pm EDT on Zoom. Registration required

• Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs): 

– NOT-ES-22-006 -- Climate Change and Health

– NOT-ES-22-009 -- Innovative Technologies for Research on Climate Change and 
Human Health Small Business Technology Transfer 
(R41/R42 Clinical Trial Optional)

– NOT -ES-22-010 -- Innovative Technologies for Research on Climate Change and 
Human Health Small Business Innovation Research 
(R43/R44 Clinical Trial Optional)

https://www.nih.gov/climateandhealth#funding-opportunities

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-23-007.html
https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN__5Qj2le4SxqHg9QrCMkcew
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-ES-22-006.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-ES-22-009.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-ES-22-010.html
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Climate Change and Health Research Centers

• Developmental Centers (P20)

• Transdisciplinary research environment: fundamental and applied

• Solutions-oriented: protect health individuals, communities and nations

• Develop new teams

• Collaborate with communities and other partners

• Focus on four core elements of NIH climate change initiative: 

– Health effects research

– Health equity

– Intervention research

– Training and capacity building
Open Funding Opportunity Announcement
RFA-ES-23-007
Lead Institute: NIEHS. 
NIEHS Point of Contact – Abee Boyles

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-23-007.html
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CCHRC Expectations

(1) Plan and develop sustainable research capacity 
-- establish centralized resources and research infrastructure; 

(2) Develop a thematic science area 
-- use transdisciplinary research activities; 

(3) Enable research that will develop into new programs of science and research 
applications supporting independent investigators; 

(4) Establish or build upon and maintain authentic partnerships 
-- engage communities most likely to be impacted by climate change in all 
phases of the research process; and 

(5) Participate actively in the NIH Research Coordinating Center to Support 
Climate Change and Health Community of Practice efforts

Learn More!

Informational webinar on April 5, 2023

1:00pm-3:00pm EDT on Zoom. 

Registration required

https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN__5Qj2le4SxqHg9QrCMkcew
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Climate Change and Health Initiative NOSI

NIEHS-specific Language

• research that examines the interplay between environmental exposures and individual and 
structural-level (e.g., structural racism) social determinants of health.

• Community-engaged, solutions-focused climate justice research in communities experiencing a 
disproportionate burden of impact

• Natural disaster research (e.g., air pollution from wildfires, toxic chemicals in flood waters, 
changes in fungicide, pesticide or fertilizer use due to associated drought conditions or flooding 
events, or exposure to harmful conditions during post-disaster clean up).

• Exposures of emerging concern (e.g., changes in the toxicity of micro/nanoplastics or harmful 
algal blooms in fresh and salt water in response to climate change conditions)

Open Funding Opportunity Announcement
NOT-ES-22-006
Lead Institute: NIEHS. 
NIEHS Point of Contact – Claudia Thompson

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-ES-22-006.html
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Time Sensitive Grants

• Started in 2010

• Goal: Receive, review, and fund a research application 
within 90-120 days

• Rationale: To understand the consequences of natural 
and human-made disasters, emerging environmental 
public health threats, and policy changes 

• Collect critical information to understand exposure-
health outcome relationships, facilitate timely action to 
protect human health, and better understand the short-
and long-term health consequences following disasters

Open Funding Opportunity Announcement
RFA-ES-23-004
Lead Institute: NIEHS. 
NIEHS Point of Contact – Toccara Chamberlain

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-23-004.html
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Alliance for Community Engagement – Climate and Health Awards

• University of Alaska Fairbanks | Alaska Alliance for Community Engagement – Climate and Health (AK ACE-CH)

Principal Investigator: Stacy Rasmus(link is external)

• University of Colorado School of Public Health | Mountain West ACE-CH Hub: Climate Change Engagement 
Platform to Support Resilient Rural and Urban Communities

Principal Investigator: Katherine Dickinson(link is external)

• University of Southern California | Community-driven Approaches to Environmental Justice and Health in the 
Face of the Climate Crisis in Southern California

Principal Investigator: Jill Johnston(link is external)

• Public Health Institute | Climate Health Adaptation and Resilience Mobilizing (CHARM) Lake County Project

Principal Investigator: Paul English(link is external)

Closed Funding Opportunity Announcement
OTA
Lead Institute: NHLBI. 
NIEHS signed onto this FOA. NHLBI Contact – Nishadi Rajapakse

https://uaf.edu/experts/stacy-rasmus.php
https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/resources/directory/directory-profile/Dickinson-Katherine-UCD6001644496
https://keck.usc.edu/faculty-search/jill-johnston/
https://www.phi.org/experts/paul-english/
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Worker Training Program

• Started in 1995

• 13,500 people have been trained

• Selected to be a pilot program as 
part of the Justice 40 Initiative 
because of its strong record 
of helping unemployed, 
underemployed, homeless, 
& formerly incarcerated 
people find good jobs and 
become productive 
members of society
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Structural Racism & Discrimination

• This initiative will support intervention research to address the impact of SRD on 
minority health and health disparities.

• Research projects must address SRD in one or more NIH-designated 
populations with health disparities in the US and should address documented 
disparities in health outcomes.

• Applications are also expected to provide a conceptual model identifying 
hypothesized pathways between the SRD and health outcomes.

• Projects are expected to involve collaborations with relevant organizations or 
groups or stakeholders

Open Funding Opportunity Announcement
PAR-23-112
Lead Institute: NIMHD. 
NIEHS has signed onto this FOA. Point of Contact – Lindsey Martin 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-23-112.html
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Partnerships for Environmental Public Health: 
Amplifying Grantee Work
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Helpful Resources
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Helpful Program Administrators

Abee Boyles

Climate Change and Health

abee.boyles@nih.gov

Toccara Chamberlain

Time Sensitive Program

toccara.chamberlain@nih.gov

Liam O’Fallon

Research to Action

PEPH

ofallon@niehs.nih.gov

Claudia Thompson

Climate Change and Health

EHS Core Centers

thompso1@niehs.nih.gov

Sharon Beard

Worker Training Program

beard1@niehs.nih.gov

Lindsey Martin

Structural Racism & Discrimination

Implementation Science

lindsey.martin@nih.gov

We’re here to help!
Feel free to reach out to us with Program Questions.

mailto:abee.boyles@nih.gov
mailto:toccara.chamberlain@nih.gov
mailto:ofallon@niehs.nih.gov
mailto:thompso1@niehs.nih.gov
mailto:beard1@niehs.nih.gov
mailto:lindsey.martin@nih.gov
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Thank you & Questions

ofallon@niehs.nih.gov

Learn More about PEPH

PEPH Webpage: http://1.usa.gov/1dj2XUP

PEPH Podcasts: http://1.usa.gov/13UdyjH

PEPH Metrics: http://1.usa.gov/16g7V1E

mailto:ofallon@niehs.nih.gov
http://1.usa.gov/1dj2XUP
http://1.usa.gov/13UdyjH
http://1.usa.gov/16g7V1E
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