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Center for Rural Enterprise 
Engagement (CREE)
CREE is a transdiciplinary, multi-institution  center  that 
provides research-based knowledge about digital 
communication technologies & marketing.

CREE works to enable rural and agriculture-based 
businesses to flourish in ever-changing environments, 
while fostering positive changes to rural livelihood.

https://RuralEngagement.org 



CREE is 1 piece of PIE 
Center for Public Issues Education in Agriculture & Natural Resources

Along with the other PIE Pieces:

• SCCAHS
• EDEN



Rural Health 
Research

Trust in Vaccine Science

Trust in Science by Type

Online Science 

Mental Health



Community-Based Social Marketing
Components What we tested
Commitment
Prompts
Norms
Communication
Incentives
Removing External Barriers

Barriers
Social  norms
Incentives

Attitudes
Beliefs
Intention to vaccinate
Trust in science



339 Rural 
Americans



Trust in Science
• People are asked to make decisions based on science

⚬ Consuming GMO foods
⚬ Getting a vaccine
⚬ Preventative healthcare

• Trust in Science is:
⚬ Lower in rural communities

• COVID-19  vaccine is an interesting case study 



How can we use this research?
• Communication campaigns should

⚬ Eliminate barriers 
⚬ Highlight benefits
⚬ Provide incentives
⚬ Work to change social norms



Trust in Science
https://doi.org/10.4148/1051-
0834.2446

Cultivating positive attitudes 

toward vaccines in rural 

communities is vital, particularly 

as Americans may need future 

vaccines to address emerging 

infectious diseases. 



Online Health Communication

Rural people are 
more likely to 

follow those they 
know offline

Looking online for 
health messaging

Trust is higher for 
Extension than 

urban areas







Mental Health
Mental health has emerged as a major issue in 
rural communities, even when we weren’t 
looking for it…









Survey breakdown

Greatest unmet needs
by age



Questions?

www.piecenter.com

@uf_piecenter @PIECenter

@thePIECenter UF/IFAS PIE 
Center 

Lauri.m.baker@ufl.edu
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